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© Hunston Parish Council 2007 



Page 3 
Rev. C 

INTRODUCTION 
 

Our village of Hunston is situated south of Chiches-
ter on the busy B2145 road to Selsey.  The village 
lies along this road with some small residential side 
roads, but does not have a specific area which could 
be described as 
the village cen-
tre.  The parish 
plan is one way 
to unite the 
population, and 
produce a way 
forward.  All the 
villagers have 
had an opportu-
nity to contribute 
to the informa-
tion-gathering 
questionnaire, 
giving the Parish 
Council some 
idea of the way 
in which the resi-
dents would like 
to see their vil-
lage develop. 
 
Rather than in-
clude pages of 
statistics, the full 
questionnaire analyses (in Excel) may be 
downloaded from the village website  
www.hunstonvillage.co.uk.  

Hunston Parish  Boundary 
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ABOUT PARISH PLANS 
 
Following the Rural White Paper in November 2000, 
the government backed the production of Parish 
Plans. 
 
The plan is a formal document that describes the 
process by which the people of the parish were con-
sulted. It should include the results of the survey, and 
provide a list of actions that will improve the village. 
While some actions may be undertaken by the Dis-
trict and Parish councils, others will need the involve-
ment and support of the villagers themselves, so the 
village becomes a better place in which to live. 
 
The plan is based on the information collected 
through the Parish Questionnaire and aims to give a 
picture of how the residents perceive the village and 
how they would like to see it improve. 
 

THE PARISH QUESTIONNAIRE 
 
The questionnaire was put together in 2005 by Jer-
emy Carroll with support, help and advice from mem-
bers of the Parish Council. It was delivered to all 
houses in the village by a band of volunteers. The 
completed questionnaires were collected a fortnight 
later; the response was good with over 320 com-
pleted forms returned. Then the long process of ana-
lysing the data began. This involved more volun-
teers, who collated and converted the information 
into a format suitable for computer analysis. From 
this work a picture evolved of the concerns, the likes  
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 and dislikes, as well as ideas for the future, of the 
many people living in the village. 
 
A separate questionnaire was devised for the primary 
school children of the village, so that they would have 
the opportunity to have their say on improvement of 
the village and its amenities. This was implemented 
by Paula Fountain, with the help of teachers from the 
North Mundham primary school. An art competition 
was also held in which the children were asked to 
draw a picture of Hunston. 
 
In February 2006 another team of volunteers met to 
start the task of turning the collated data into a Parish 
Plan. A presentation of the data was given at the An-
nual Parish Assembly in May 2006, so that villagers 
could comment on the findings before the production 
of the completed plan. 
 
This venture could not have taken place without the 
help and support of the many volunteers, to whom 
thanks are due from the entire village. The produc-
tion of a Parish Plan is an important step in defining 
the village and providing a list of Actions and a direc-
tion on which to base guidelines and strategies for 
the future. 
 

ABOUT THE PARISH 
 
Hunston parish comprises approximately 1000 acres.  
It measures two miles from north to south and has an 
average width of over half a mile. The village itself is 
surrounded by good productive land for crops.  Its  
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 proximity to the coast means better light and milder 
temperatures than areas north of the South Downs. 
 
At the northern edge of the village, the Chichester 

Ship Canal 
bends to the 
west, on its 
way from 
Chichester to 
the lock at 
Birdham. The 
a rea up 
Church Lane, 
c o n t a i n i n g 
the church, 
m a n o r 
house, rec-

tory and some housing has been designated a con-
servation area.  Land to the east of the main road 
has been designated as floodplain area, by the Envi-
ronment Agency. 
 
 

THE CHURCH 
 
St Leodegars 
Church lies at 
the end of 
Church Lane.  
There has proba-
bly been a 
church here 
since the eleven  
 

The canal  
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hundreds, but the 
present building was 
erected in 1885.  
 
The rectory is also 
situated in Church 
Lane, and the bene-
fice includes North 
M u n d h a m  a n d 
Merston. 
 
The present church 
struggles to keep go-
ing. The building has 
reached the stage 
where it needs 
money spent on up-
keep and mainte-
nance, all of which 
has to be found by 
the village. With a 
small congregation, many of whom are elderly, the 
situation is likely to become worse, unless atten-
dance numbers can be improved. Some financial 
support is given by villagers, including their atten-
dance at the annual Church Fete.   
 
The questionnaires highlighted the fact that many 
people want to keep a church in the village, though 
not all appreciate the need to support it, either finan-
cially or by attending Services. 
 

St Leodegars Church 
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THE PLAYING FIELDS 
 
The playing field is leased from the church commis-
sioners and is regularly used for football matches. 
Following the last village questionnaire in 1997, an 
all-weather court was built, providing opportunities for 
basketball and tennis. 
 
The children’s playground is regularly used.  Follow-
ing last year’s questionnaire results it is intended to 
upgrade this, once adequate funding has been ob-
tained. 
 
 

VILLAGE HALL & COMMUNITY 
CLUB 
 
The village hall is opposite the playing field and much 
of it was modernised during a partial rebuild in 1996. 
It is regularly used for a range of activities, including 
short mat bowls, dance classes, the monthly village 

lunch, village art 
group, Brownies 
etc as well as 
private events. 
 
This is another 
village facility 
that needs con-
stant upkeep 
and mainte-
nance. 
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The Community Club is situated in the same building 
as the Village Hall, and membership is open to all vil-
lagers. 
 
Various suggestions were made by villagers in the 
questionnaire concerning new activities that they 
would like to see organised in the hall. 
 
 

SHOPS AND PUB 
 
The village is extremely fortunate to have a news-
agent, general store and Post Office and an attrac-
tive pub.  They provide a hub for the village, where 
events and activities are often advertised in the win-
dows, thanks to the kindness of the owners. 
 
They are a vital part of the community and contribute 
significantly to the friendly atmosphere of the village. 
 
 

SURVEY FINDINGS 
 
1. TRAFFIC AND ROADS 
 
The main road through the village poses several 
safety concerns due to its meandering nature and, in 
some places, its inadequate width. The road is ex-
tremely busy, especially at peak times and in the 
holiday season, when the number of people on the 
Manhood peninsula can treble.  The limited routes on 
and off the peninsula mean that the village experi-
ences more traffic than the average B-road. 
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Replies in the questionnaire highlighted the following 
points, which were of concern to most villagers: - 
 
 

a) Traffic congestion was considered to be the 
single most important issue affecting the vil-
lage, with 64% of responses expressing the 
view that it was difficult to get in and out of 
the village. This is particularly noticeable on 
weekday mornings during term time with tail-
backs extending from the A27 past both mini 
roundabouts to the north of the village and 
often past the village hall.  In the holiday sea-
son the traffic queue starts a little later in the 
morning as holidaymakers set off on their 
days excursion. 

 
b) Several minor roads and private drives join 

the B2145 in the village at junctions where 
visibility is limited and often impaired by in-
correctly parked cars. This is particularly no-
ticeable outside the shops as passing trade 
stops to use them. The volume of traffic can 
make it difficult to enter the queue of vehicles 
trying to leave the peninsula, and impaired 
visibility makes this even more risky than it 
should be. 

 
c)   There is concern that the volume of traffic is 

increasing, both northbound and southbound, 
due to various new commercial and residen-
tial developments in both Hunston and fur-
ther to the South, particularly at Selsey. 
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d) The issue of speeding vehicles through the 
village was a concern for 68% of respondents 
as many motorists and lorry drivers passing 
through ignore the speed limit signs at the 
start of the village.  52% of respondents felt 
that there was inadequate road safety sign-
age.  Pedestrians, cyclists and horse riders all 
feel that their safety is compromised. Traffic 
noise, especially from lorries, tractors and 
motorbikes, is another area of dissatisfaction. 
This is particularly relevant for those people 
living in houses fronting directly onto the 
B2145, Selsey Road.  

 
e)  There has been a major increase in the num-

ber of heavy goods vehicles, farm tractors 
and trailers (both private and commercial) us-
ing the road.  These are considered a hazard 
due to the narrowness of the B2145, which 
was not built to take such industrial traffic, 
and add to congestion and lack of road safety 
as other motorists attempt to overtake slow 
moving vehicles.  

 
f)   Additional cycle tracks were highlighted as 

desirable to ensure safety for bicycle users 
and encourage more people to ride bicycles 
instead of using cars to get into Chichester. 
Better footpaths to North Mundham were also 
mentioned to make cycling or walking to 
school safer and more inviting. 

 
g)  Mud from farm vehicles was noted as a po-

tential skidding hazard for other road users as  
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      well as an inconvenience to cyclists and pe-
destrians. 

 
h)  The exhaust and noise pollution from all the 

traffic are seen as a health hazard. 
 

i)    Parking in the village is a source of concern 
and annoyance as many houses have inade-
quate parking places for the number of cars in 
a household.  This means that inconsiderately 
parked cars can block roads, damage verges 
and block a pedestrian’s view when trying to 
cross the road. 

 
Suggested solutions to the traffic problems included 
widening the B2145, installing speed cameras and 
signs to warn motorists of pedestrians, cyclists and 
horses. An alternative farm track for the many farm 
vehicles that impede traffic and leave mud on the 
road may not be practicable. 
 
 
2. HOUSING 
 
 There was a mixed response to the issue of housing 
in the questionnaire. Most people disliked the idea of 
any new housing development, preferring to keep the 
village at its present size. However, 29% of respon-
dents conceded that if new development were inevi-
table, the preferred way would be by infilling, or pos-
sible conversion of disused farm buildings.  
 
The design of any future housing should be attractive  
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and blend in with the village. 17% of respondents 
noted the need for affordable housing whilst 14% 
suggested affordable housing for senior citizens. 
11% of respondents highlighted the need for more 
properties available to rent.  

Despite these concessions, there is a strong feeling 
against any further building development. It is clear 
that the majority of people like the size of the village 
as it is.  
 
Any further development would have to take into ac-
count the increased traffic on an already over 
crowded road, and the provision of adequate park-
ing; many of the side roads in the village are already 
clogged with parked vehicles, preventing access by 
vital services such as ambulance and fire engines. 

Hunston 
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The blue line on the 
map opposite shows 
the Settlement Pol-
icy Area (SPA). 
Planning permission 
should not be 
granted outside 
these areas except 
in exceptional cir-
cumstances. (The 
red line is part of the 
parish boundary.)  
 
No land remains 
within the SPA that 
is not either fully developed or scheduled for devel-

opment.  Any further ex-
pansion of the village can 
only take place by individ-
ual infilling, redevelop-
ment of larger houses and 
gardens, developing 
brown field sites or ex-
tending the SPA. 
 
Notifications of planning 
applications are always 
sent to the Parish Council 
and to residents living 
nearby, who may be af-
fected, so their views can  

The Settlement Policy Area 

Environmental Agency’s 
Flood Plain prediction 
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be made known to the District Planning Committee. 
The majority of villagers do not want the village to be 
expanded. However, if expansion is unavoidable, 
they want the character, balance and individuality of 
the village maintained or enhanced. 
 
Part of the village, bordering the rife adjacent to the 
B2145, comes into the Environmental Agency’s 
floodplain area. 
 
 
3. ENVIRONMENT 
 
Many respondents were concerned about the ap-
pearance of the village and its surroundings. The 
footpaths and bye-ways are enjoyed by a large pro-
portion of the residents but were spoilt by the 
thoughtless action of others. Areas of particular con-
cern included the following: - 

 
a)  Litter - particularly by the shops, in the fields 

and properties alongside the main road and 
along some footpaths. 

b)  Dog mess on footpaths and the playing field. 
c)   Poorly maintained verges and footpaths 
d)  Abandoned vehicles in the canal car park 
e)  Run down farm buildings 
f)   Vandalised property and anti-social behaviour. 

 
There was also concern about the pavement along 
the B2145. It is so narrow in places that parents feel 
it is too dangerous to take their children along it and 
so don’t use the playground.  
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4. AMENITIES 
 
The most used village amenities include the village 
hall and community club, the pub, the children’s 
playground and the playing field. Most people felt 
that the village was fortunate to have these, but that 
possibly they could be better used, improved or offer 
more activities. 
 
The top 10 suggested activities /facilities / improve-
ments suggested by villagers were: - 

1.   Supervised youth club 
2.   Mother and toddler club 
3.   Fund raising events (Fetes/ jumble sales etc) 
4.   More social events for the Over 60s 
5.   Cubs/ Scouts/ Guides 
6.   Evening events (e.g. Film nights, Bingo, 

Barn dances) 
7.   Gardening club, book club 
8.   Art and Craft exhibitions 
9.   Drama and music group 
10. Internet facilities and workshop 
 

The Village hall is open for hire to village residents. 
While there are several regular activities that take 
place already, more regular use would help with the 
on-going maintenance and up-keep costs. 
 
The large car parking area behind the hall has been 
lost to the development of new Martlet Homes flats 
and houses. This has removed the noise and nui-
sance factor caused by unruly behaviour in the area,  
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of which some residents complained, but there is 
now insufficient parking to support bigger events in 
the Community Club or Hall. 
 
Some respondents felt that the toilet facilities in the 
Hall were adequate, but not luxurious, and could in 
time be upgraded. 
 
The Community Club has its facilities in the same 
building and is open to all residents. Improvements 
that some residents suggested included No Smok-
ing. 
 
The children’s playground is on a corner of the play-
ing field opposite the village hall. It is moderately well 
used but a number of concerns were raised about its 
use. These included: - 

 
a) for children approaching from the west, the 

road was too dangerous to cross by unac-
companied minors. 

 

b) younger children were intimidated by the 
older teenagers who use the playground as 
a meeting place 

 

c) there was often litter in the area despite the 
presence of a litterbin just outside the play 
ground. 

 

d) play equipment needs to be updated. 
 

e) inadequate parking at the village hall for 
those people with young families using the 
playground and playing field. However, 
many people walk to the playground. 
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The playing field is leased from the church commis-
sioners. It is used regularly for sporting activities, in-
cluding football. The all-weather court is also used 
from time to time but could have better use for tennis 
and team games, such as netball. The field is also 
regularly used for dog walking and other recreational 
activities, like kite flying. 
 
Some questionnaire respondents expressed an in-
terest in other organised sport, such as cricket, 
hockey and basketball.  
 
However, if organised sports are to be introduced, 
several adult volunteers will need to come forward to 
organise and supervise the activities. 
 
 

CHILDREN’S QUESTIONNAIRE  
 
Thirty six children took part in the survey, aged be-
tween four and 11 years. The main points were as 
follows: - 
 
1.   FOOTPATHS AND BRIDLEWAYS 
 
      An important part of village life is the network of 

existing footpaths and bridleways. All 36 chil-
dren have bicycles.  97% of these children 
would like to see more cycle paths developed.  
72% of the children use the public footpaths 
monthly or more frequently. 

      33% of the children use the walking bus to 
school some of the time. Alternatively they travel 
in a car and one child uses his bicycle. 
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2.   VILLAGE AMENITIES 
 
      83% of the children thought the shops/post office 

were essential to the village and 89% used the 
shops/post office daily or weekly. 

 
      75% of the children use the playground monthly 

or more frequently. This is an indication of the 
importance of keeping the playground equipment 
and ground in good order. 

 
      The village sports field received the highest re-

sults as an amenity that improves their quality of 
life, with 93% of the children watching the annual 
bonfire night display. 

 
      69% of the children feel that the church is an im-

portant aspect of the village. 
 
3. OTHER CONSIDERATIONS  
 
     The children highlighted the removal of litter and 

dog mess as important for the countryside, and 
that footpaths and bridleways should be well 
signposted. 

 
     Traffic and road safety were also indicated as 

major concerns degrading the quality of life in 
Hunston. 
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ACTION PLAN AIMS 
 
1.   TRAFFIC AND ROADS 
 
Most residents highlighted this as the concern that 
contributed most to disturbance and dissatisfaction 
with the quality of life. The issues raised do not apply 
just to this village, but to all those who live on or near 
the B2145 road to Selsey. Various measures have 
been put in place since the period of the question-
naire. These include the additional traffic calming 
measures at the start of the village and speed restric-
tions of 50 mph on the approach roads.  The ten-
dency of motorists to ignore such measures is seen 
daily by residents of the village. Effective enforce-
ment will take time and effort by all. 
 
Other measures to be considered by the Parish 
Council to include: 

a)   speed reactive signs; 
b)   additional traffic calming installations; 
c)    improvements to road safety and parking ar-

rangements by the shops and Spotted Cow; 
d)   additional road crossings:- 

i)    between Village Hall and playing field, 
and 

ii)   between Canal bridge and footpath to 
North Mundham; 

e)    feasibility of a new footpath between Fox-
bridge Drive and Church Lane. 
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2.    HOUSING 
 
Planning applications will continue to be monitored 
by the Parish Council. However, if there is sufficient 
interest, a committee with representatives from all 
areas of the village, could be formed to prepare a 
strategy on how future development plans should be 
assessed and how to ensure that the needs of the 
community are met. 
 
3.     ENVIRONMENT 
 

a)   consider appointing a paid co-ordinator to or-
ganise volunteer litter pickers. Each group 
would maintain a particular area of the vil-
lage, 

 

b)   inform district council of  litter and path/verge 
maintenance issues; 

c)   alert council to poorly maintained paths; 

d)   inform police of abandoned vehicles; 

e) villagers need to make more use of the regu-
lar mobile police station visits to bring atten-
tion to vandalism and other anti-social behav-
iour as the more complaints are made the 
more likely that the police will respond; 

 

f) villagers would like a more visible police pres-
ence with regular patrols and monitoring of 
night time anti-social behaviour and noise; 

 

g)   consider the need for more neighbourhood 
watch schemes. 
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4.    AMENITIES 
 

a)  VILLAGE HALL 

i)  further activities could be organised in the 
hall if enough villagers were interested; 

ii) demand needs to be established and peo-
ple prepared to organise new activities 
identified; 

iii) the need for more car parking space has 
been identified, and the Parish Council 
should consider ways to satisfy this need. 

 
b)     CHILDREN’S PLAYGROUND  

i)   maintain playground site safe and free of 
litter; 

ii) investigate providing new playground 
equipment and acquiring funding; 

iii) investigate making the crossing from the 
village hall safer. 

 
c)    PLAYING FIELD 

i)   establish the demand for other outdoor 
sporting activities; 

ii)  if justified, identify volunteer organisers.  
 

5.    SHOPS 
 
Keep close watch on the government plans for rural  
Post Offices and be prepared to fight to retain ours if 
the need arises. 
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6. REVIEW 
 
The Parish Council should review this Plan bienni-
ally, to check on progress and consider whether revi-
sions should be made, or new actions added.  
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